1 \\i\\ nuer say that ihei'e is no
V.AV out for us but to approach
our masters in sackcloth and
ashes. I believe in my country,
I puy homage to the strength that
is in nil of uts.

RABJNDJRANATH TAUOJIK

FIRST PHASE OF CONGRESS
|:LAN OCTAVIAN HUME was the1 'father of the Indian National
fwCongress and the Viceroy Lord Dufferin had given his blessing
when the Congress was founded; ergo, the British are the foster-
parents of Indian Nationalism. This fairy tale Fas had consider-
able currency, many even of our own spokesmen vouching for its
validity. There is no denying, of course, that Hume was the princi-
pal organiser of the Congress session in 1885, and also that, behind
doors, Lord Dufferin had more than a hand in the business. But the
Congress was the natural and inevitable product of developments
related earlier, and would have emerged soon enough, Hume or no
Hume. Besides, it was the purpose of the British government to
stem the tide of national forces in India and to control all its locks.
Ingeniously, the government sought to pose as .the benevolent patron
of an all-India awakening, for otherwise the current threatened badly
to get out of hand.
The pose, however, could not long be maintained. Whatever the
government's intentions, nothing could prevent the Congress becoming
the .platform of anti-imperialism. In a few years, therefore, the
Congress came to be known in official circles as the " factory of
sedition", and Lord Dufferin, who was Hume's mentor when the
latter set out on his job of building a safe Indian organisation, tried
to twit it as a body representative of a ''microscopic minority" of
India's population.
Bengal was in those days in the vanguard of Indian progress,
and it was there that in 1843 was founded the British India Society
whose objective was " to secure the welfare, extend the just rights
and advance the interests of all classes of our fellow-subjects/'